
 1 

 
Australian Business Aviation Association Inc. 

www.abaa.com.au 
ABN 32 082 750 492 

 
 
29th April 2024  
 
 
Committee Secretary 
Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport References Committee 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House ACT 2601 
  
Via email: rrat.sen@aph.gov.au 
 

Submission to the Inquiry into the impact and mitigation of aircraft noise 

 
The Australian Business Aviation Association Inc. (ABAA) welcomes the opportunity to provide a 
submission to the Inquiry.   
 
The ABAA recognises that Australian communities are increasingly concerned about aircraft noise and 
its impacts. It supports a collaborative and consultative approach to maintaining internationally 
aligned standards that seek to deliver mutually beneficial outcomes for community stakeholders and 
the aviation industry.  
 
Modern business jets meet ICAO noise certification standards, and their enhanced performance 
capabilities ensure they can comply with specified noise abatement procedures and employ 
operational procedures such as controlled decent approaches and flight route optimisation where 
available within Australian airspace.  
 
The sector’s manufacturers are also driven to continue developing and implementing technologies 
that support noise reduction. Improvements in areas such as aerodynamics, the use of composite 
materials and increased engine efficiency have driven significant generational improvement with 
respect to reducing aircraft noise at the source.  
 
Unfortunately, the parameters of Australia’s current curfew legislation disincentivise fleet 
modernisation and do nothing to promote the uptake of newer, quieter business jets. An opportunity 
exists to revisit curfew legislation to drive fleet renewal and support the industry in achieving 
enhanced noise reduction and progress towards the sector’s sustainability objectives.   
  
 
The ABAA and Business Aviation in Australia 
A collective voice for Australia’s business aviation community, the ABAA is a non-profit organisation 
providing its membership with representation and advocacy at state, national and international levels. 
The association encourages the highest standards of operational safety and efficiency and works to 
foster an environment where business aviation may thrive within Australia and throughout the world.  
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Business aviation has made a significant contribution to the development of a strong Australian 
economy for more than 45 years. Its operators connect passengers, businesses, and communities, 
often operating beyond the constraints of the scheduled services network. In this respect, the sector 
performs an essential role in meeting Australia’s overall air transport needs. 
 
Within Australia, business jet aircraft support a wide range of industry sectors, including: 
 

• Mining & Resources  
• Retail 
• Manufacturing 
• Recycling Services 

• Logistics 
• Agriculture 
• Property Development 
• Financial Services  

• Tourism 
• Media 
• Entertainment 

 
They are also engaged in supporting the following community, non-profit, military or government 
functions: 

• Aeromedical (patient &/or medical personnel transport and organ transfers) 
• Prisoner transportation  
• VIP travel (No. 34 Squadron RAAF) 
• Surveillance  
• Search & Rescue 

 
  
Maintaining A Balanced Approach to Managing Aircraft Noise 
Contained in Annex 16 of the Chicago Convention, The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
“A Balanced Approach to Aircraft Noise Management” forms the framework for evaluating, reducing, 
and mitigating the impact of noise.  
 
As an ICAO member state, Australia has adopted the ICAO approach, establishing policies and 
procedures for managing noise at and around airports through consideration of the following 
elements: 

• Reduction of noise at the source; 
 

• Land-use planning and 
management; 

• Noise abatement operational 
procedures; and 

 

• Operating restrictions  
 
 
The ABAA supports continued alignment with ICAO’s approach. To the extent that it is practicable and 
noting safety as the overarching priority, it encourages the harmonisation of international standards 
and regulations for the management of aircraft noise.   
 
It also encourages the Committee to seek adequate resourcing for airspace design and air traffic 
management to facilitate the continued modernisation of Australia’s airspace and navigational 
infrastructure. This would enable business jet operators to more consistently employ the enhanced 
noise abatement policies and procedures of which their aircraft are capable.  
 
 
Australia’s Curfew Regulations  
With regard to operating restrictions, the ABAA welcomes the government’s assertion in 2023’s Green 
Paper that it is not considering imposing any additional airport curfews or movement caps.  
 
 



 3 

 
 
The association acknowledges that, in conjunction with other mechanisms, curfews have a role to 
play.  However, Australia’s current curfew regulations are no longer fit for purpose and fail to consider 
that newer, more efficient business jets generate less overall noise impact on airport environments 
than previous generations of freight and passenger aircraft, examples of which remain on approved 
lists for operations during curfew hours.  
 
Given the significant recent improvements in noise-minimising technologies, fleet modernisation is 
one of the most impactful tools in achieving a reduction of noise at the source. The current exclusion 
of quieter ICAO Chapter IV noise-compliant business jet aircraft, with an MTOW of less than 55,000kgs, 
serves to penalise owners and operators unfairly and acts as a disincentive for fleet renewal towards 
newer, comparatively more efficient aircraft. Further, the failure to review the list of approved types 
since 2015 misses an opportunity to promote investment in quieter aircraft technologies.  

The ABAA encourages a fresh approach to managing noise via operational restrictions and 
recommends that future curfew legislation include an allowance for the operation of business jet 
aircraft (19-seat maximum passenger capacity) that comply with ICAO chapter IV noise certification or 
higher regardless of certified MTOW. It suggests the Committee consider modernising curfew 
legislation, driving reform in favour of a science-driven approach that is aligned with international best 
practices and does not impede business jet fleet renewal and the net noise and emissions reductions 
this could represent.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the Inquiry.  Should you wish to engage with the 
association on any aspect of this submission please contact the Chief Executive via the details 
provided.  
 
  
 
 
Jessica Graham  
Chief Executive Officer  
Australian Business Aviation Association Inc. 
 
  
 
 
 

  

 
 
  

 
 

  
 
 
  
 
 


