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Australian Business Aviation Association Inc. 

www.abaa.com.au 
ABN 32 082 750 492 

 
 
 
1st September 2025 
 
Feedback to the Western Sydney International Airport Master Plan 2025-45 Preliminary Draft 
Via online submission: www.wsimasterplan.com.au 
 
The Australian Business Aviation Association Inc. (ABAA) welcomes the progress of the Western Sydney 
International Airport (WSIA) and appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback in response to the current 
Master Plan.  
 
However, we note with concern the absence of dedicated provisions for general aviation (GA) and business 
aviation (BA) in the current draft. As the representative body for Australia’s business aviation sector, we write 
to strongly urge that the final plan be amended to include suitable infrastructure and operational capacity to 
support these vital segments of the aviation industry. 
 
The ABAA and Business Aviation in Australia 

A collective voice for Australia’s business aviation community, the ABAA is a non-profit organisation that 
provides its members with comprehensive representation and advocacy and promotes the highest levels of 
operational safety and efficiency within the sector. Business aviation has made a significant contribution to 
the development of a strong Australian economy for over 45 years. Its operators connect passengers, 
businesses, and communities, often operating beyond the capabilities of the scheduled services network. In 
this respect, the sector plays a crucial role in meeting Australia’s overall air transport needs. 
 
Within Australia, business jet aircraft support a wide range of industry sectors, including: 
 

• Mining & Resources  
• Retail 
• Manufacturing 
• Recycling Services 

• Logistics 
• Agriculture 
• Property Development 
• Financial Services  

• Tourism 
• Media 
• Entertainment 

 
They are also engaged in supporting the following community, non-profit, military or government 
functions: 

• Aeromedical (patient &/or medical personnel transport and organ transfers) 
• Prisoner transportation  
• VIP travel (Incl. No. 34 Squadron RAAF) 
• Surveillance  
• Search & Rescue 
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The Case for Business & General Aviation at Western Sydney International Airport 

Economic Growth and Investment Enablement 
Business aviation is a proven enabler of economic development, facilitating efficient, point-to-point 
travel for executives, government agencies, international investors, and essential personnel. In many 
regional and global economies, BA operations are closely linked to growth corridors and innovation 
hubs. As Western Sydney develops into a key economic zone, the presence of business aviation 
would play a key role in attracting and retaining domestic and international investment. 

Complementing the Airport’s Strategic Vision 
Western Sydney International is being positioned as a 24/7, curfew-free, next-generation airport. 
Business aviation aligns well with this vision, and its flexibility, responsiveness, and reliance on on-
demand operations make it a valuable complement to scheduled commercial services. Moreover, BA 
operations can be accommodated without significantly affecting runway capacity, particularly during 
off-peak periods and, with its own dedicated ground-based infrastructure (MROs, FBOs, etc), would 
place little to no demand on the terminal infrastructure.  

Relieving Congestion at Existing Airports 
Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport is already operating near capacity and offers limited access for GA 
and BA due to slot constraints, high commercial traffic volumes and limited airside development 
opportunities. Sydney Bankstown is suitable for small to medium business jet operators under 
certain operating conditions, but does not accommodate larger, long-haul business jet traffic nor 
support international operations. Neither facility provides the long-term certainty required for the 
continued and sustainable growth of the GA/BA sectors. 

WSIA was conceived as an opportunity to decentralise and alleviate pressure on existing 
infrastructure while creating a more resilient aviation network for Greater Sydney. The exclusion of 
GA and BA fails to meet the full potential for this once-in-a-lifetime transport infrastructure project. 

Alignment with the Intent of Sydney Curfew Legislation  
In accordance with current legislation and by approval of the Minister, Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport 
currently accommodates limited night-time low-noise business jet movements during curfew hours. 
Explicit within the legislation is the cessation of such operations on the opening of WSIA. The exclusion 
of accommodations for BA at WSIA does not align with the intent of the legislation and removes 
Sydney’s capability to accept long-range, low-noise business jet operations overnight. Such operations 
typically support the Sydney night-time economy and tourist sectors, and their effective removal 
places Sydney and NSW at a competitive disadvantage.  

Job Creation and Skills Development 
Business and general aviation generate high-value, skilled employment opportunities across various 
sectors, including operations, engineering, aircraft maintenance, dispatch and ground-based 
services. The skills developed in GA/BA businesses continue upstream to support the larger national 
operators and often provide the foundation for innovation and sustainability initiatives. Providing for 
the development of such capabilities at WSIA would create continued entry-level aviation-related 
STEM opportunities (including engineering apprenticeships) and support the NSW Government’s 
broader goal of making the Western Sydney Aerotropolis a centre of advanced industry and training. 



 3 

 

Regional and National Connectivity 
Business and general aviation play a critical role in connecting remote communities with services in 
metropolitan areas, providing vital links to regional and remote Australia, including for urgent 
freight, medevac, and emergency response operations. Including GA/BA facilities at WSIA would 
improve access to Western Sydney for regional operators, medevac services (including 
hospital/organ retrieval flights) and various business sectors, enhancing broader national 
connectivity and resilience. 

 
Recommendations 

The ABAA urges the Minister and the airport planning authorities to amend the WSIA draft Master 
Plan and include the following provisions in support of the BA/GA sector:   

Explicitly include general and business aviation as a core component of the airport’s operations 
from the time at which the airport opens 

Reserve land and infrastructure for GA/BA facilities, including hangars, maintenance and 
engineering, ground-handling and dedicated aircraft parking 

Ensure equitable and long-term access for GA/BA operations alongside commercial airline traffic, 
now and into the future 

Engage with key sector stakeholders to ensure technical and operational needs are addressed in 
current and future development phases  

 
Conclusion 

Business and general aviation are essential foundations for a robust, sustainable, and modern aviation 
ecosystem. The exclusion of these sectors as an initial and ongoing component of operations at WSIA 
would be a strategic oversight that risks limiting the long-term value of the airport and falls short of 
realising the established ambitions for this once-in-a-generation national infrastructure project. 
 
The ABAA is ready to work collaboratively with the Minister, the Government, and WSIA planning 
authorities to ensure the airport serves all sectors of the Australian aviation community appropriately 
and realises its potential as a globally competitive international gateway. Further, its members are 
willing to engage with the airport regarding infrastructure investment and ongoing participation in the 
region. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to provide feedback on this occasion.  
 

  
 
Jessica Graham  
Chief Executive Officer  
Australian Business Aviation Association Inc. 
 
  
 
 


